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THE ST. MICHAEL’S LEAGUE 

Message from our President    Dorothy Solomon 

“I slept, I dreamed that life is 
all joy, I woke and saw that 

life is all service, I served and 
I saw that all service is joy.” 

Kahlil Gibran 
 

I had the wonderful privilege 
of being the scribe for two of 

our in-person synodality listening sessions. We were 

asked to “Share our experiences of journeying 
together in the Catholic Church” and secondly, “What 

are your hopes and dreams for the Church?” We 
summarized in two main points what we concluded 

from the sessions: 
 

There is a deep joy and feeling that we are loved by 
God even with all the ups and downs on our journey of 
life because the Church has been there to support us. 

We continue to transform and become more open to lay 
participation because we are the foundation of the 

Church. We need to respect all voices and have the 
vulnerability to share our faith. We need to keep the 

joy, optimism and hope for ongoing conversation 
involving everyone.  

 
You may still have your say in the synodality process 
by going online to www.dol.ca/synodresources.  

 
Another initiative to have the laity's voice heard is the 

Diocesan Pastoral Council being re-established by 
Bishop Fabbro. The CWL has an obligation to share its 

voice at every opportunity. 
   

At the June potluck, we celebrated with a Years of 
Service Ceremony. The actions of our members took 
place at home, in the community and at Church. 

“Catholic and Living It” is our National CWL theme 
and encapsulates faith, service, social justice and this 

way of life 24 hours a day. Wherever your feet land 
is where you are meant to live your baptismal gift of 

life. There are countless opportunities at home, work, 
leisure, with family, friends, in your neighbourhood, 

and with those you do not know. Some social justice 
concerns, it seems, will never go away – palliative 
care, respect for life at all stages, Christian Gospel 

values eroded, human trafficking, Truth and 
Reconciliation. They are too numerous to mention them 

all. Regardless we need to also see the changes we 
have made. 

 
“What does the Lord require of you? To act justly and 

to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” 
Micah 6:8 

Prayer Intentions 
As we journey together, the need to continue lifting 

one another in prayer remains ever crucial during 

these challenging times. This is a call that the CWL 

takes to heart, so we are continuing to offer specific 

intentions monthly which we hope not only CWL 

members will hold close, but all of our parish 

community. 

 

June: Let us pray for our priests, seminarians and 

those who are called to Religious life. 

July: Let us pray for those who are contemplating 

suicide, and their loved ones.  

__________________________________________ 

For God and Canada 
__________________________________________ 

Weekly Rosary                            Megan Young  
For more than one year now, 

especially during the month 

of May which is dedicated 

to our Blessed Lady, 

between 12 and 16 

members of the CWL have 

been gathering each 

Monday via Zoom to pray the Rosary. We have even 

been joined by CWL members from other parishes to 

help us storm Heaven with our prayers and intentions.  

It has been an honour and privilege to serve as host 

for these prayer sessions, as it reinforces the idea that 

even though we cannot always be together physically, 

we are still able to come together in prayer. It also 

reminds us of the importance of intercessory prayer 

during challenging times. 

This experience has been such an uplifting one, that I 

have offered to continue providing this chance to 

come together each Monday evening at 7:00 pm on 

an ongoing basis. If you are interested in 

participating, or know anyone who is, please feel free 

to email me at meganyoung142@gmail.com and I 

will send you the link each week.  

__________________________________________ 

http://www.dol.ca/synodresources
mailto:meganyoung142@gmail.com
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THE ST. MICHAEL’S LEAGUE 

London Diocesan Online Annual Meeting of 

Members                                  Joan Lobsinger 

The London Diocesan Annual Meeting of Members 

(AMM) was held online on Tuesday, April 26th. It 
included words of welcome from Diocesan Spiritual 

Advisor Fr. Paul Kim, reports from officers and 
regional chairpersons; greetings from Provincial 

President Colleen Martin and national representative 
Shari Guinta; and the instructed vote on the 
amendments to our constitution & bylaws and the 

proposed increase in per capita dues. Dorothy, our 
president, was our voting delegate and two other 

members of our executive plus me, the London 
Diocesan Spiritual Development Chair, were in 

attendance. The results of the instructed vote will be 
shared after the national convention. The national 

convention will be held in Kelowna B.C. August 14th – 
17th. 

Elections will be held for the provincial executive 

during their convention in Ottawa this summer from 
July 10th – 13th. Three members from the London 

diocese are running. Please say a prayer, if it is 
God’s will, that they are chosen to lead their sisters. 

Theresa Ryan, our diocesan president will be the 
diocesan voting delegate.  
__________________________________________  

Organization (Membership) Darlene Charrette 

At the June meeting, recipients of the 2021 service 

pins were recognized as COVID had prevented us 
from celebrating in person last year. Service pins 

were awarded to this year’s members as well. 

Congratulations to our 2022 Service Pin recipients:  

Insignia –Lah May Htoo, Cassandra MacEachern, 

Remie Pascual, Jennifer Whittaker, Gordana Elaschuk 

5 Years – Mary Margaret Denomme, Anita Renders, 

Wanda Szabo, Rossana Ambrosio-Ungson, Megan 

Young 

10 Years – Dee Baker-Wojcik, Rosemarie Granger, 

Louanne Henderson, Jane Mastrandrea, Joy Petersen, 

Anita Rodrigues, Linda Round, Mary Jane Tompkins, 

Theresa Dwyer 

15 Years – Valerie Waeijen-Armstrong, Cora 

Garber, Irene Grasley, Shirley Litt 

20 Years – Cathie Gauthier, Frances Middaugh, Pat 

Scott, Patricia Stapleton 

25 Years – Rosalie Markham 

45 Years – Theresa Spence 

50 Years – Margaret McGee 

55 Years – Anna Merkley 

 

 

Homelessness Speaker             Joan Lobsinger 

On Monday May 2nd, our council hosted Dr. Cheryl 
Forchuk, the Beryl and Richard Ivey Research Chair in 
Aging, Mental Health, Rehabilitation and Recovery for 

a presentation entitled “Homelessness In Our Midst: 
The Way Forward”. The session was open to all 

parishioners, and invitations were also extended to 
neighbouring faith groups, local government 

representatives and other interested individuals. More 
than 40 people attended in person, with others 

participating via Zoom. Dr. Forchuk’s talk was well-
received and followed by a lively session of questions 
from the audience.  

 

 

Visit us on Facebook 

 St Michael’s London C.W.L. 
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Communications                           Gail Brown 

Ontario Online Newsletter 
The Ontario Provincial Council Online Newsletter for 

June is now available. This month’s issue highlights 
parish councils from the London Diocese and it’s great 

to see that our own St. Michael’s council gets several 
mentions. On page five, you can read about our Fun 
Nights: 

One of the councils had “Fun Nights” that they created 
via zoom which included singing led by their ukulele 

group of CWL members, trivia, bingo, word scramble, 
ice breakers, scavenger hunts and prizes. Learning to be 

“zoomer- boomers” was an interesting challenge. For 
the members who did not have internet access they did 
the phone tree. 

On page 7 you can find our account of our special 
speaker session “Homelessness In Our Midst,” which 

was submitted by Joan Lobsinger and is also included 
on page 2 of this St. Michael’s League newsletter. 

Access the entire issue at  2022_June_ON_Line-

Newsletter.pdf (cwl.on.ca) 

World Communications Day 
In the CWL National Directive for April, National First 

Vice-President and Chairperson of Communications, 
Betty Colonari, calls our attention to this year’s World 

Communications Day. This special day was established 
by Pope Paul VI in 1967 as an annual opportunity for 

us to reflect on the possibilities and challenges of 
modern media and communication, and the role they 
can play in the Church’s efforts to communicate her 

gospel message. 

This year Pope Francis asks the world of 

communication to do something using only one word -
LISTEN!  He states, 

Listening corresponds to the humble style of God. It is 
the action that allows God to reveal himself as the One 

who, by speaking, creates man and woman in his 
image, and by listening recognizes them as his partners 
in dialogue. God loves humanity: that is why he 

addresses his word to them, and why he “inclines his 
ear” to listen to them… Saint Francis of Assisi exhorted 

his brothers to ‘incline the ear of the heart. 

Betty reminds us that this message comes to 

Canadians at such an appropriate time as now when 
we are trying to heal from the wounds incurred during 

the pandemic.  

The special day was celebrated on May 29, but its 

theme is one to keep in mind all year round.  

Communique #6 — Communications - The Catholic 

Women's League of Canada (cwl.ca) 

__________________________________________ 

Spiritual Bouquet for Fr. Paul   Marilyn Morgan 

As most of you probably know, our Parochial Vicar, 
Fr. Paul Kim, has been reassigned to a parish in 

Sarnia.  We have been most fortunate to have had 
him at St. Michael’s for the past year and we are sad 

to see him leave.  Since Fr. Paul is the CWL London 
Diocesan Spiritual Advisor, it has been a special 
privilege for our St. Michael’s CWL to have gotten to 

know him in our own parish. Fr. Paul will be leaving us 
at the end of June and we would like to present him 

with a Spiritual Bouquet. We are asking you to offer 
a number of the following prayers, of your choice, for 

his intentions. 

Please email me at marilyn.morgan@sympatico.ca or 

phone me at 519-438-5769 by June 24th to let me 
know which prayers and how many of each you are 
willing to offer.  Although we need this information by 

June 24th, the prayers only need to be completed by 
the first of September.  

Possible prayers to offer: 

Mass, the Magnificat, the Rosary, Our Father, Hail 

Mary, Doxology (Glory Be), Prayer to St. Michael, 
Prayer to St. Joseph, Acts of Charity. 

Thank you. 

__________________________________________ 

Crowning of Mary Ceremony 

 
It was a pleasure to have so many parishioners join us 
in prayer, song and the presentation of flowers to 
celebrate Our Lady on May 3rd. 

https://cwl.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/2022_June_ON_Line-Newsletter.pdf
https://cwl.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/2022_June_ON_Line-Newsletter.pdf
https://cwl.ca/communique-6-communications/
https://cwl.ca/communique-6-communications/
mailto:marilyn.morgan@sympatico.ca
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Featured Member Dorothy Solomon       
Megan Young 

 

This month, we shine a spotlight on someone very 
special, a very loving presence in our Parish Family, 
none other than our President Dorothy Solomon.  

Dorothy was born in Holland, the 13th of 16 children. 
The family immigrated to Canada after the war when 

Dorothy was two years old, for each of the children to 
have a chance to farm or gain a career in this land of 

opportunity. Dorothy and her family settled on “Old 
McDonald’s Farm” in Wallacetown. The family enjoyed 

time together, and the animals and crops provided 
them with food as well as partial income. Dorothy’s 
home parish, St. Helen’s, held around 100 parishioners, 

and Dorothy and her family took up three of the pews.  

Dorothy’s education began in a one-room school with 

eight grades and one teacher. Once finished grade 
eight, the children in Dorothy’s family moved on to work 

mostly as farm workers, or as a nanny. However, 
Dorothy wanted to further her education, which led her 

to take correspondence courses and enter a nursing 
assistant program. After working in chronic care for 
seven years, Dorothy came to London where she 

graduated as a Registered Nursing Assistant. 

Dorothy’s faith continued to be the center of her life, 

and even though she had many questions about God, 
she attended Mass regularly and spent a year as a 

Novitiate with the Sisters of St. Joseph. At the age of 
28 Dorothy married and had three beautiful 

daughters, Sherrill, Michelle and Jenn. However, after 
23 years, she and her husband parted ways when their 

values systems seemed to be moving in opposite 

directions.  

Dorothy has called St. Michael’s her home for 42 years 

and has embraced almost every ministry. But she says 
that she is proud to claim the 10:30 contemporary choir 

to be her longest commitment of 31 years.  

Her involvement in the Catholic Women’s League dates 

back to when she was 12 years old and helped set 
tables and wash dishes for wedding dinners and 
funeral lunches. She fondly recalls one CWL outreach 

in particular, where members would care for 
economically challenged families, by providing food 

baskets, cleaning their homes, doing laundry, and even 
giving the mothers a break with spa days with haircuts, 

manicures and a nice family meal. Her favourite role 
during this time was to spend time with the children of 

these families.  

Recently Dorothy has been finding ways to nourish her 
faith by completing the Certificate in Pastoral Ministry, 

as well as through her continued leadership in the 
R.C.I.A. process at St. Michael’s. She became President 

of our council in 2020 and led our group through the 
COVID-19 pandemic, facing both joys and challenges. 

Being the optimist she is, she was able to find good 
even during the lockdowns, and managed to navigate 

new technology and keep our spirits up with plenty of 
prayers and encouragement. 

We thank you Dorothy for your leadership over these 

past few years, and we look forward to seeing your 
vision of the Catholic Women’s League evolve as you 

continue to lead with love and faith. You truly are a 
woman who exemplifies our CWL values of faith, 

service and social justice. 
 
__________________________________________ 

 

Perennial & Bake Sale Thank You!             
Joan Lobsinger 

A big THANK YOU to all the members who supported 

our May 14th/15th perennial and bake sale either 
through your donations of plants and baked goods; 

volunteering to price and sell, and/or purchasing. The 
funds raised, approximately $800.00, will be used to 

help the groups and organizations that have come to 
count on the Catholic Women’s League for their 
needs. 

__________________________________________
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Day of Prayer for Palliative Care             

Marilyn Morgan 

A CWL National initiative which began several years 

ago to offer prayers for better access to palliative 
care for ALL Canadians is always held in May. It 

consists of 12 Hours of Prayer which can be done at 
home or in the church. With the strong support of our 

priests, the St. Michael’s CWL has always held the 
hours of prayer in the church in the presence of the 
Blessed Sacrament.  

This year our Day of Prayer was held on May 6th. 

Following the 8 a.m. Mass, we had Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament until Benediction at 3 p.m. with Fr. 
Paul. At specific times during the day two CWL 

members led those present in the Rosary, the Chaplet 
of Divine Mercy, the Magnificat, the Regina Caeli 

(which replaces the Angelus during the Easter season), 
and the Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 

We would like to thank all the members who 

attended our 12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care 

this year. Many people in our parish community joined 
with us as well and we received many positive 

comments and a desire to continue such days in the 

future. 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Congratulations! 

Congratulations to our members Gerarda Smith-Hillier and Megan Young on completing their three-year program of 

prayer and study to receive their certificates in Pastoral Ministry at St. Peter’s Seminary. This program is offered for 

those who are seeking formation and training in ways that will foster and enrich their service in the Roman Catholic 

Church. We wish them all the best as they continue in their desire to serve our Lord.  
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June Potluck Dinner                       Joan Roffey 

 
 

On Tuesday, June 7, the hall at St. Michael's parish 

was filled with fun and fellowship as members of the 

CWL and some very special guests attended the 
annual June potluck. It was an evening that will not be 

quickly forgotten. The last end-of-year gathering was 
in 2019 and as you know, absence makes the heart 

grow fonder. The smiles seemed bigger, the laughter 
was louder, and a hum of excitement filled the air. 

President Dorothy kicked things off with words of 

welcome and then the evening began with a potluck 
dinner that did not disappoint! A little of this and a 

little of that and pretty soon plates were groaning 
under the weight of so many tasty morsels. And then 

there was dessert! It was a feast after so many months 
of COVID-induced famine. 

Following dinner, Father Kim was invited to bless the 

Membership service pins that would shortly be 
presented by Organization Chair Darlene. Father 

Daniel and Dorothy assisted her with a lovely service 
that recognized the contributions of members, from 

those who recently joined to women who have been 
sharing their gifts of service for many, many years. 

After the pins had been handed out, everyone 

clutched their tickets hopefully as door prizes were 
awarded. There was a lovely selection for the lucky 

winners including artwork, books, and some clothing 
items. 

Then it was time for the entertainment. Unofficial 

Chair of Fun, Lucie, had once again arranged an 

evening to remember. Flamenco dancer Patricia 
Vasconcellos and her daughters, Julia and Larissa, 
delighted one and all as they twirled and tapped 

their way across the floor. Fanshawe College 
professor by day, Patricia is also the owner of the 

Flamenco del Sur dance studio. Originally from Brazil, 
Patricia explained the history and importance of 

Flamenco (and faith) and how the traditional dances 
are passed down from mother to daughter. In order 

to share the joy of Flamenco even further, she invited 
the audience to join in a few simple steps. Even Father 
Chris joined in the fun, showing off his moves! 

Finally, it was time to say good night. The party broke 

up slowly as happy women, tummies and hearts full, 

headed out the doors. I can hardly wait till next year. 
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CWL Day at the Shrine 

Our Lady of the Rosary Shrine, Merlin 

July 27, 2022 

9:30 - 10:00 a.m. Meet and Greet 

10:00 - 11:00 a.m. Prayerful Reflection 

11:00 a.m. Mass 

12:00 p.m. Lunch 

1:15 p.m. Rosary 

Bring your own lunch and lawn chair 

 

Coffee, Tea and Water will be available   


