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A Christmas Message from Bishop Fabbro

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

My greetings to you during this Advent season as we
solemnly prepare for the joy-filled celebrations of the
birth of our Saviour on Christmas Day. This is always
a special time of year for the Church. While the days
outside grow colder and shorter as winter descends
upon us, we feel a special
unity in the warmth and light
of our community and our
worship.

On Christmas Day, we recall
the words of St. Athanasius,
“He became as we are that
we might become as He is.”
These words summarize the
essence of the mystery of the
Incarnation. Jesus entered
our world to ministerto us and
ultimately sacrifice himself to
redeem us from our sins, so
that we may live forever in the
Kingdom of Heaven.

In addition to the normal
celebrations this season,
after Christmas we will have
a special Mass to close the
Jubilee Year in the Diocese. Pope Leo XIV and other
bishops will do the same in Rome and around the
world on Sunday, 28 December. The theme for the
Jubilee Year is “Pilgrims of Hope™. It is fitting to look
back on the year at the many signs of hope we have
seen as we celebrate the birth of Christ, the source
of all hope.

In many of our Families of Parishes across the
Diocese, | have heard that there has been an amazing
increase in the number of adults seeking to convert
to Catholicism. Recently at the seminary, SO many
young men registered to visit for a “come and see”
weekend to explore a calling to the priesthood that it
was filled to capacity. Our youth ministry had strong
responses to all of its events this year, from Theology
on Tap, youth leadership camps and a sold out young

adult Advent retreat at Holy Family Retreat House.
What wonderful signs of hope that our prayers,
our mission and our discipleship are yielding such
abundant fruitl By our faith-filled presence in the
world we are showing how our love for each other
embodies Christ's love and
~ its enduring meaning in the
~ world. As he served us by his
Incarnation and Passion, so
we serve others.

Reflecting on the Jubilee
Year, Pope Leo XIV echoed
this sentiment when he
said to the youth gathered
outside of Rome: | entrust
you to the Virgin Mary, Our
Lady of Hope...With her help,
in every part of the world,
continue to walk joyfully in
the footsteps of the Saviour,
and spread your enthusiasm
and the witness of your faith
1o everyone you meet!”

Hope and joy are infectious.
They bring strength to those
already with us and will bring to us people who are
searching for community, belonging and meaning in
life beyond material possessions.

I wish you a very Merry Christmas and a blessed New
Year. May your Advent and Christmas celebrations
be full of hope and joy. | want to assure you of my
prayers, that the Blessed Virgin Mary, our diocesan
patron, intercede for all in our diocesan family. May
the radiant light of her Son shine brightly on usl

Sincerely yours in Christ,

F Vs ATzl s, 4

Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, CSB
Bishop of London

St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica
St. Michael’s Parish

9 196 Dufferin Ave., London, ON N6A 1K8
9511 Cheapside St., London, ON N5Y 3X5

(St. Josephine Bakhita African & Caribbean Community)

Contact Information

T: 519-433-6689 | E: stmichlon@dol.ca / basilica@dol.ca
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Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday 2:00 AM- 3:00 PM
Or by appointment.
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A Christmas Message from Bishop Fabbro

ff # The Christmas Message from Bishop Fabbro on the
front cover is also available online as a PDF that can

be accessed here or on our parish website Home page -

www.Incc.dol.ca. A printed version is also posted on the
bulletin boards in the narthex. Please take a moment to read it.

&
ﬁl& Journey Through Advent-'Gaudete’ Sunday

34 | o4
—Q"D_ The next video in the “Journey Through Advent”
series—Gaudete Sunday with the Most Rev. Wayne

Lobsinger, Auxiliary Bishop of Hamilton, is now available. Join
us as we reflect on the Scriptures for this joyful Third Sunday
of Advent. Click here to watch the video.

This series can be found on the website of the CCCB:
www.cccb.ca/evangelization-catechesis-
catholic-education/video-resources/
journey-through-advent/

Flowers for Christmas—
Donations Accepted Until Monday!
We are accepting monetary donations to offset
the cost of our Christmas flowers. You may donate
in honour of a deceased or living loved one. Their
names will appear in the parish bulletin and be remembered
in prayer throughout the Christmas Season.

Please submit your donation with your name, phone/email &
address, and the name of the person you're honouring
(indicate living or deceased). Drop it in the Sunday collection,
mail it in, or e-transfer to stmichlon@dol.ca or basilica@dol.ca,
please type in the memo box: “Flowers for Christmas in
honour/memory of, parish name...” Email the office the same
information as above.

Donations are accepted until Monday, December 15.
Thank you for your generosity!

Donations for 2025

Thank You to our parishioners who generously give. Your
support allows us to continue our mission. Charitable
donations received before December 31,
2025, will be eligible for a tax receipt in
2025. Please contact our office if you have
questions 519-433-6689 / basilica@dol.ca /
stmichlon@dol.ca.
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2026 Offertory Envelopes—Final Call!

This is the last weekend to pickup 2026 offertory envelopes in
the narthex.

Long Waka with Jesus by Dcn Gaston Mabaya-
Now Available for Purchase!

Deacon Gaston Mabaya, formerly of our Family of Parishes,
has published a new, faith-filled spiritual read. Long Waka with
Jesus blends storytelling, Scripture, and spiritual wisdom,
- encouraging readers to walk with Christ with

%V%K%% renewed trust and joy.

JESUS‘ Order online amazon.ca/dp/BOFX5YHJL2 or fill out
| the order form found here or posted on the bulletin
boards in the narthex. View the poster here.

SHvert (fay of (econcitiation
OWedresday, (fJecembers 17
St. Peter’s Cathedral
9:30 AM—11:30 AM & 1:00 PM—4:00 PM

St. Michael’s Parish
10:00 AM—1:00 PM & 6:00 PM—8:00 PM

Several priests will join Fr. Daniel and Fr. James at both churches.

This will be the last opportunity to celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation before Christmas.

There will be no Confessions on Saturday, December 20.
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Closing of the Jubilee Year

oy,

57 % at St. Peter’s Cathedral
e ‘R{;ﬁ Sunday, December 28 at 11 AM

Celebrate the Closing Mass of the Jubilee Year: Pilgrims of
Hope on Sunday, December 28 at 11:00 AM at
St. Peter's Cathedral Basilica.
The Mass will be presided by Bishop Ronald P. Fabbro.
All are welcome!
This celebration will be livestreamed on our YouTube Channel
@LondonNorthCentralCatholicFoP or click here.

(CHRISTMAS SEASON

THE NATIVITY OF THE fORD
Christmas Eve | Wednesday, December 24
St. Michael's Parish 4:30 PM, 7:00 PM, 9:00 PM, 12:00 MN
St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica 5:00 PM, 7:00 PM, 9:00 PM, 11:00 PM*
Christmas Day | Thursday, December 25
10:00 AM & 12:00 PM
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM

St. Michael’s Parish
St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica

Click here to view or download the full schedule.
A copy can also be found on the bulletin boards in the narthex
or visit www.Incc.dol.ca/christmas-mass-schedule

" Celebrate the §ea§on of lemg
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+ Pre-Authorlzed

+ Offertory Envelopes
+ QR Code
+ E-transfer

+ Pllenty
+ Cheque / Cash

Contact the parish office for more information
El""r-'- El 519-433-6689 / stmichlon@dol.ca / basilica@dol.ca [k, =]
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St. Michael’s SSVP Angel Tree

/) On Saturday, December 6, members of the SSVP

welcomed families in our parish community to our
church. Through your generosity, we provided FreshCo and
Walmart gift cards to each family to help them with food and
gifts for their family at Christmas.

The Salvation Army generously donated Teddy Bears secured
through the London Knights Teddy Bear Toss. The Knights of
Columbus assisted us with transporting the

bears and we are thankful for their help. M‘
Without you and our community partners, ! %
we could not serve these families. /
May God bless you and your family ) "

abundantly this Christmas season.

St. Peter’'s Knights of Columbus
Hospitality Weekend — December 13/14

St. Peter's Knights of Columbus is hosting a
Hospitality Weekend this Saturday/Sunday following
all Masses. Everyone is invited to come and enjoy
refreshments, snacks, and friendly conversation as we take a
moment to connect and celebrate our parish community.

St. Michael’s Catholic Women's League
CWL Membership Renewal

There's still time to renew your CWL membership!
Membership is $40 for the year. Pay by cash or cheque with
your name and phone # in an envelope marked 'CWL
Membership' and drop it in the collection basket. Another
option is to pay by e-transfer to CWLstmichlon@gmail.com.

Be sure to indicate it's your membership dues. Renew your
own membership and encourage others to join the CWL. It
makes our Council stronger and our work lighter.

ED
Catholic Central High School is running

their annual Advent Coat Drive in partnership with the London
Fire Department until December 19th.

Catholic Central CCH Coat Drive-Until Friday, Dec. 19!
High School

Please consider donating new or gently used coats, boots,
hats, gloves, etc. to your nearest fire hall. All 14 fire stations are
depot locations and will accept your donations.
This warm winter gear will be given out for free
to Londoners in need through agencies such as
St. Vincent de Paul, St. Joe's Cafe, Mission
Services and others. _
Thank you so much for helping to give warmth this '@

Advent season.

CSC Providence Kindergarten Open House
January 22, 2026 at 6:00 PM

Each year, schools of the conseil scolaire Catholique
Providence welcome children and their parents for an open
house event. This is a wonderful opportunity to discover how
our French Catholic schools support the Church’s mission by
nurturing students in their spiritual, human, and academic

development. Visit myfrenchschool.ca today!

Communion by the Cup

Two weeks ago, we reintroduced Communion by
the Cup at all weekend masses. The church has
always taught that Christ is fully present in the
Eucharist in the form of the consecrated bread, the
host OR consecrated wine, the Precious Blood. By
offering both the consecrated host and precious
blood more fully expresses Jesus’ command at the
Last Supper to take and eat and take and drink.

Thank you to all current Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion and those who have come forward to join this
ministry. With the increase in ministers needed now at each
mass we are in great need for more ministers at all masses.
Please contact Cathryn Hall at chall@dol.ca if you feel called to
this ministry.

Advent is Half Over!

letin If you have an Advent wreath, this is
the week to light the pink candle a
sigh of joy as we reach the halfway
point to Christmas!

Today’s Gospel reminds us that John
the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus.
We can prepare too by thinking and
talking about how Jesus came to us on
that first Christmas.

The ]

The Kids’ Bulletin is available in the narthex or at
Incc.dol.ca/kidsbulletin.

This Week on Formed

We have a choice this Advent: get caught in the annual rush of
shopping, decorating, and parties, or slow down and take a
few minutes each day to remember who this season is really
about—Jesus. This week, we invite you to check out two
inspiring videos on Formed:

Adore with Fr. Burns | Adore by Fr. John
Burns and illustrator Valerie Delgado guides
you to rediscover Advent's longing and
joyful hope through weekly themes of
vigilance, preparation, nearness, and
Emmanuel. Watch the series here.

The Story of Christmas—Benjamin Cello “ﬁ:
Christmas Special | In this special one-hour #ér%ﬁ{gw
episode, Benjamin Cello and friends present a

beautiful shadow-puppet retelling of The Story

of Christmas, featuring new music and a fully ﬁ
orchestrated score. Spanning Creation to the

journey of the Wise Men, this epic musical
dramatization will inspire families with the true meaning of
Christmas. Watch it here.

For a free access to more resources on Formed.org, enter
your email address and search London North Central Catholic
Family of Parishes.

Save A Family Plan Year-End Appeal

As 2025 draws to a close, Save A Family Plan has launched its
year-end fundraising appeal. The goal is to raise the funds
needed for projects which will help to provide impoverished

families in India with clean water, children’s education,

sanitation, and much more. For more information, visit

safp.org/programs-that-work.
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REQUESTED MASS INTENTIONS PARISH EVENTS & HIGHLIGHTS

e
Tuesday, December 16
St. Michael’s at 7:00 PM
Joe Snyder
Diane Hackwell
David & Torrey Hackwell
Intentions of June Smith & Family

Wednesday, December 17
St. Peter's Cathedral at 12:00 Noon
Roy Munday
Fr. Stephen Bodnar
Ong Su Que & Visitacion Mallari
Intentions of Josephine Mallari
Intentions of Bob & Mary Ann Marchand
Intentions of Cullen Flood

Thursday, December 18
St. Michael’s at 7:00 PM
Gisele & Lawrence Hamilton
Dorothy McClelland
Sue Seguin
Living & Deceased Friends & Members of the Solis-Reyes Family
Intentions of Adorlina Baldres

Friday, December 19
St. Peter’s Cathedral at 12:00 Noon
Frank Cassar
Rita Clement
John Kirwin
Joseph Kovacs, Paul Edward Mills & Timothy James Kovacs
Living & Deceased Members of St Peter’'s CWL

We remember in prayer all those who are sick
including Leo Dodds, Mary Quigley, and Bert Killian.
We also pray for those who have died including
Italo Chiavetti, father & father-in-law of Gabriela & Paul Wells;
Brian Newman, father of Elizabeth, brother of Sam & Denis;
Luigi "Louis” Squissato, husband of Tekla Mary, father of
Ginny; Angelica “Angela” Baldinelli;
and comfort those who mourn.

We pray for those serving in pastoral ministry
throughout our diocese:

Catholic Elementary School Teachers; Rev. Christophe
Mbunzu, O.F.M. Cap.; Deacon Brian McDonald; Deacon David
Kraemer; Rev. Augustine Ogundele; Deacon Daniel Lemire;
Rev. Bernard Pinsonneault, CSB

Monday, December 15

5:30 PM—Hospitality North (Parish Hall/Kitchen)
7:00 PM=You Are Not Alone (JP II)

Tuesday, December 16

7:00 PM-StM KofC Executive Meeting (St Josemaria)
7:00 PM—Choir Practice for 5 PM & 8 AM Masses (St. Cecilia)

Wednesday, December 17

Advent Day of Reconciliation

9:30 AM to 11:30 AM—Confessions (St Peter’'s Cathedral)
10:00 AM to 1:00 PM—Confessions (St Michael's)

1:00 PM to 4:00 PM—Confessions (St Peter’s Cathedral)
6:00 PM to 8:00 PM—Confessions (St Michael's)

6:30 PM—Legion of Mary (St Andre Bessette)

Thursday, December 18

1:00 PM-Young at Heart Cards (St Josemaria)

6:15 PM=StP Children’s Choir (St Peter’s Our Lady Chapel)
7:00 PM-StP Adult Choir (St. Peter's Our Lady Chapel)
7:00 PM—-Sacramental Preparation (Parish Hall)

7:30 PM=StM Choir Practice for 10 AM Mass (St M Church)

Friday, December 19

10:00 AM—Chaplet of the Diving Mercy (St M Chapel)

Saturday, December 20

9:00 AM—Secular Franciscans (JP II)
12:30 PM=StJB Choir Practice (St M Church)

Sunday, December 21

Offer a Mass for a loved one, or in thanksgiving. Contact the
parish office or visit www.Incc.dol.ca/mass-prayer-requests.

REMINDER: The parish will be closed for scheduled meetings
from Monday, December 22nd until Monday, January 5th.

MASS & CONFESSION TIMES
St. Michael's

Tuesday & Thursday 7:00 PM
Saturday 5:00 PM
Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM
St. Josephine Bakhita Community

4th Sunday of the Month 2:30 PM
St. Peter’s Cathedral Basilica

Wednesday & Friday 12:00 PM
Saturday 5:00 PM
Sunday 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM

Confessions at Both Parishes
Saturday 9:00 AM to 10:00 AM

PARIS Foeport

SUNDAY COLLECTION: December 7, 2025

St. Michael’s St. Peter’s

Regular Offertory (Envelopes) $4,519.00 $3,298.00
Regular Offertory (Loose) $2,250.30 $1,280.00
Weekly Pre-Authorized Giving $3,687.92 $3,067.50
TOTAL $10,457.22 $7,645.50

Thank you for your support and generosity!
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